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Welcome to our first issue of the 
Newsletter called NOLNet Focus.  This 
is indeed a milestone reached.  This 
issue introduces you to the Board, 
Management and all the NOLNet 
Standing Committees.   

Staff members from the member 
institutions serve on the different 
committees, and they are responsible 
for lubricating the NOLNet engine 
with regard to activities. 

Our goal is to keep all our Open and 
Distance Learning (ODL) partners 
(including students) informed on all 
developments and also to involve 
them in the NOLNet operations. 

We will publish the newsletter three 

times a year to keep you abreast 
of all developments within the 
partner institutions.  Each publication 
will feature an update on NOLNet 
activities and upcoming events.  In 
this edition, we introduce you to the 
NOLNet mission, Board of Trustees, 
Management Committee and 
Standing Committee members. This 
edition will also highlight activities 
that took place during 2014.

You may participate or contribute 
by writing an article or sharing 
information regarding the ODL field.

For 2015, my wish is that NOLNet will 
continue to strive in the fulfilment of 
her mandate to share resources, best 
practise and expertise amongst all 
member institutions and to support the 
development of Open and Distance 
Learning in Namibia. 

FOCUSTHE NAMIBIAN OPEN LEARNING NETWORK TRUST

Nolnet is a consortium of expertise, resources, knowledge 
and skills shared by the different member institutions

This first Issue will focus on re-introducing NOLnet, its partners, members and operations 
to the readers. The NOLNet Focus will be released quarterley by the Publicity Committee.
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• NOLNET’s aim to support, coordinate and monitor the 
establishment and maintenance of a network of open 
learning centres throughout the country at which certain 
facilities will be shared and services offered on a 
collaborative basis on behalf of participating institutions.

• To facilitate collaboration between participating open and 
distance learning institutions in the training of staff and the 
provision of administrative and student support services.

• To facilitate coordination of publicity, counselling, the 
provision of information and documentation about the 
activities, courses and services of all participating institutions.

• To liaise with government with regards to funding, policy 
formulation and the promotion of open and distance 
learning in Namibia.

• To liaise with partners and other bodies with regard to 
funding and the promotion of open and distance learning in 
Namibia.

• To engage in any other activities which, in the opinion of 
the Trustees, will promote the object and the purpose of the 
trustees 

NOLNET Aim to:

Board Of Trustees

When It Was Found

In 1999 the then Ministers of Higher and Basic Education 
started a process that was aimed at coordinating the 
activities of the Open and Distance Learning institutions in 
Namibia. 
By 2001, a smart partnership was established between the 
following institutions:

• Ministry of Basic Education and culture
• Polytechnic of Namibia
• UNAM
• NAMCOL

This led to creation of the Namibian Open Learning 
Network Trust (NOLNet). For which its primary goal is to 
provide tangible support for ODL (Open Distance Learning) 
students through a network of affiliated resource centres 
and libraries.

1. Dr. N. Mbukusa (Deputy Director (CES)- Chairperson
2. Dr. D. Möwes (Director COLL)-Vice Chairperson
3. Dr. H. Pomuti (NIED Director)
4. Mr. B. Ngatjizeko (DAE Director)
5. Mr. H. Murangi (NAMCOL Director)
6. Ms. Frieda Kanime (Ministry of Higher Education, Training 

and Innovation)
7. Ms. Claudia Tjikuua (Under-Secretary- Lifelong Learning)

1. Dr. H. Nekongo- Nielsen (UNAM) Chairperson
2. Mr. W. Diergaardt (PoN-COLL) Vice Chairperson
3. Ms. F. Keendjele (NAMCOL)
4. Mr. S. Haosemab (MoE-DAE)
5. Ms. Ms. T. Diyakugha (MoE-DAE)
6. Ms. C. Slabbert (UNAM)
7. Mr. P. Kashiimbi (NIED)
8. Ms. J. Britz (PoN)
9. Mr. J. Nitschke (NAMCOL

1. Ms. V. Amakali-Executive Secretary
2. Ms. S. Patoko- Office Administrator

Management Members

NOLNet Secretariat

University of Namibia: Centre for External Studies

The Centre for External Studies (CES) provides accessible quality higher 
education and creates opportunities for professional development to 
adult members of the community, by the provision of open learning 
through distance and continuous education programmes.

Polytechnic of Namibia: Centre for Open and Lifelong Learning 

The Centre for Open and Lifelong Learning (COLL) strives to advance 
the intellectual and human resource capacity of the nation by extending 
access to technologically-oriented career education and training, 
applied research and service, using distance learning techniques and 
open learning philosophies.

Namibian College of Open Learning (NAMCOL)

The Namibian College of Open Learning is an educational institution, 
established by an Act of parliament, which provides courses for adults 
and out-of-school youth. NAMCOL offers both secondary and tertiary 
programmes.

National Institute for Educational Development (NIED)

The National Institute for Educational Development (NIED) commits itself 
to continue to improve the quality and relevance of school curricula, 
teaching, and learning support material with a wide participation 
and involvement of stakeholders. After the phasing out of the Basic 
Education Teachers Diploma programme in 2007, unqualified teachers 
were informed about alternative programmes offered by the Institute 
of Open Learning (IOL), through which they can qualify professionally.

PARTNER 
INSTITUTIONS



NOLNET Aim to: STANDING COMMITTEES OF NOLNET
NOLNet comprises seven (7) Standing Committees, and each one is 
composed of representatives from all partner institutions. Each Standing 
Committee’s work is focused on one specific area or discipline as follows: 
publicity and information, e-Learning, training, centre support, education 
radio broadcasting, quality assurance and research. The mandates of 
both the NOLNet Management Committee and the Secretariat can only 
be carried out effectively through the endeavours of each Standing 
Committee.

Standing Committee on Centre Support
The general function of the Centre Support Standing Committee is 
to advise Management on matters of the realisation of adequately 
resourcing NOLNet centres as well as ensuring the provision of quality 
support services to Open and Distance Learning (ODL) students making 
use of the 52 NOLNet-affiliated centres countrywide.

Standing Committee on Training
The function of the Standing Committee on Training is to advise 
Management on matters related to the realisation of well-trained and 
motivated tutors, writers and institutional staff in ensuring that Open 
and Distance Learning (ODL) students in the NOLNet partner institutions 
are fully supported.

Standing Committee on Publicity and Information
The function of the Standing Committee is to advise Management on 
matters aimed at strengthening advocacy for Open and Distance 
Learning (ODL) activities at all levels. In particular, this means the 
execution of an action plan which targets certain activities linked to the 
broader Terms of Reference.  

Standing Committee on e-Learning
The function of the Standing Committee is to advise Management on 
matters related to the use of ICT for education, training and development 
at the Ministry of Education and NOLNet partner institutions. It promotes 
and coordinates e-Learning activities of NOLNet partners and rolls out 
other e-Learning activities on behalf of ETSIP for the Ministry of Education.

Standing Committee on Education Radio Projects
The function of the Standing Committee is to advise Management on matters 
related to the production and broadcasting of educational radio programmes, 
as well as the production and distribution of content on CDs and DVDs.

Education Radio is a multi-sectoral initiative initiated by the Ministry 
of Education with funding from the Education and Training Sector 
Improvement Programme (ETSIP). It includes government ministries 
and NOLNet stakeholders that can benefit from radio broadcasting. 
Its function is to provide quality educational radio programmes to 
be available on air throughout Namibia.  To date, Education Radio 
is broadcast on NBC national radio, UNAM radio and Live FM in 
Rehoboth. The Education Radio Project envisages all radio stations 
across the country to be recipients and disseminators (by air) of the 
content it produces in order to reach a wide range of beneficiaries.

Standing Committee on Research
The function of the Standing Committee is to advise the Management 
on matters related to the research capacity building and promotion 
of collaborative research among NOLNet Partner Institutions and the 
Ministry of Education.

Standing Committee on Quality Assurance
The function of the Standing Committee is to advise the Management on 
matters aimed at promoting quality assurance for Open and Distance 
Learning (ODL) activities at all levels.

Standing Committee on Centre Support

1. Ms. Yvonne Tjizumaue (PoN)
2. Mr. Joel Kavetuna (NAMCOL)
3. Mr. Laurence Lubanda (NAMCOL)
4. Ms. Rochester Mushabati (NIED)
5. Mr. Lilungwe Steve (NIED)
6. Ms. Ingrid Katundu (MoE-DAE)
7. Ms. Gillian Feris (PoN)
8. Ms. Charlene Kahero (UNAM)
9. Ms. Anna-Marie  Murere (UNAM)

Standing Committee on Training

1. Ms. Martha Niitembu (UNAM)
2. Mr. Cornelius Hess (NAMCOL)
3. Ms. Ndeshii Afunde (NAMCOL)
4. Ms. Geoffrey Shakwa (NIED)
5. Ms. Sandra Gaes (UNAM)
6. Ms. Erica Shilongo (MoE-DAE)
7. Ms. Aune Mukundja (MoE-DAE)
8. Ms. Brenda Kaumbandere (PoN)
9. Mr. Patrick Nguulondo (PoN)
10. Ms. Victoria Shikwambi (NIED)

Standing Committee on Information and Publicity

1. Ms. Absalom Johanna (MoE)
2. Ms. Rholene Bok (NAMCOL)
3. Ms. Emma Scheepers (UNAM)
4. Mr. Johnson Mutirua (PoN)
5. Ms. Jacqueline Bock (PoN)
6. Mr. Ismael Uiseb (UNAM)
7. Ms. Lizzy Xoagus (UNAM)

Standing Committee on eLearning

1. Ms. Menethe Hambira (NAMCOL)
2. Mr. Maurice Nkusi (PoN)
3. Mr. Josaphat Shilongo (UNAM)
4. Mr. Johan van Wyk (MoE)
5. Ms. Mistilde Jonas-MoE-DAE)
6. Ms. Olga Maartens (NIED)
7. Ms. Antoinette Wentworth (PoN)
8. Ms. Antoinette Mukendwa (PoN)
9. Ms. Sonja Joseph (UNAM)
10. Ms. Emma Scheepers (UNAM)
11. Mr. Steve Lilungwe (NIED)
12. Ms. Wilhelmina Louw (NAMCOL)

Standing Committee on Educational Radio Production

1. Mr. Manfred Isaacks (NAMCOL)
2. Ms. Edvig Karipi Member (NAMCOL)
3. Ms. Isabella Katjerungu Member (NAMCOL)
4. Mr. Steve Simuketa (NAMCOL)
5. Mr. Andries Visagie (UNAM)
6. Mr. Robin Tyson (UNAM)
7. Ms. Nicolette Mutenda (UNAM)
8. Ms. Belinda Jansen (UNAM)
9. Mr. Hans Eichab (MoE: DAE)
10. Mr. Ilukena Matengu (NIED)
11. Ms. Joy Hambabi (NIED)

Standing Committee on Research

1. Mr. Godwin Murangi (UNAM)
2. Mr. Adam Muheua (NAMCOL)
3. Ms Tutaleni Nampila (NAMCOL)
4. Mr. Enock Shikalepo (PoN)
5. Ms Beatrice Sichombe (NIED)
6. Ms. Lydia Aipinge (NIED)
7. Ms. Agathe Lewin (UNAM)
8. Mr. Titus Kayoo (MoE-DAE)

Standing Committee on Quality Assurance

1. Mr. Godwin Murangi (UNAM)
2. Mr. Adam Muheua (NAMCOL)
3. Ms Tutaleni Nampila (NAMCOL)
4. Mr. Enock Shikalepo (PoN)
5. Ms Beatrice Sichombe (NIED)
6. Ms. Lydia Aipinge (NIED)
7. Ms. Agathe Lewin (UNAM)
8. Mr. Titus Kayoo (MoE-DAE)
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NOLNet Activities 

1. Capacity Building Research 
Trainings

The NOLNet standing committee on 
Research held two capacity building 
workshops. The first workshop was on 
Research Methodology, and was held on 
the 8th to the 12th of September 2014. 
The second workshop was on Qualitative 
and Quantitative data analysis, which 
was held on the 22nd to the 26th of 
September 2014. The workshop was 
well attended by representatives from 
all partner institutions.

The main aim of the workshops were 
to build research capacity in NOLNet 
partners and encourage research 
publications

2.    eLearning Policy Development  
      Training

The eLearning committee under 
the auspices of NOLNet planned 
an eLearning policy development 
workshop. The aim of this workshop was 
to assist the partner institutions develop 
their own eLearning policies that would 
guide the planning, implementation and 
management of eLearning in line with 
the vision and mission of their respective 
institutions. The workshop took place 
from 19 – 21 August 2014, at NAMCOL, 
Yetu Yama centre in Katutura.

3.     eLearning Mini Conference

The eLearning committee under the 
auspices of NOLNet planned an eLearning 
Mini Conference, held on the 20th -30th 
of September 2014.  The aims of the 
mini conference were to create an open 
collaborative platform for partners to 
share:

• Expertise and experiences during 
eLearning implementation

• Information about new ideas and 
• Current status of eLearning.

 eLearning Mini Conference

4.     Donations

The general function of the Centre 
Support Standing Committee is to advise 
Management on matters of the realisation 
of adequately resourcing NOLNet 
centres as well as ensuring the provision 
of quality support services to Open and 
Distance Learning (ODL) students making 
use of the 52 NOLNet-affiliated centres 
countrywide.

Three photocopy machines were donated 
to three NOLNet affiliated centres.  

5.      Research/Consultancies

Short Term consultancy services
The Quality Assurance committee 
undertook two short term consultancies. 
Consultancy 1: To evaluate current 
quality assurance practices in DEASA 
member institutions in the following 
countries: Namibia, Botswana, 
Zimbabwe, South Africa, Tanzania and 
Swaziland, with an average of three 
(3) institutions per country; and record 
these practices in report format.

Consultancy 2: To develop a national 
quality assurance policy for ODL 
institutions in Namibia; while recognising 
existing QA policies and Government 
funded ODL institutions. This policy 
should take cognisance of the existing 
DEASA ODL policy and other internal 
ODL policies. The policy should aim to 
streamline quality assurance practices 
among ODL institutions in Namibia. 

Mr.Kavetuna (Centre support) and Mr. 
Rex Mbuche (CLDC coordinator- Kabbe)
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